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PREFACKE

This revised unit history 1s prepared for the period 29 July 1965
to 31 December 1966, and covers the major incidents and events affecting
the 151st Transportation Company from its nobtification of deployment to
South Ea#t Asila to the completion of its first full calendar yéar in the
Republic of Vietname |

The hisbory is based on records, merning feports, letters, and orders
available in the unib files, since a éénplete tur.noﬁer of personnel hag
ocecurred prior to 31 Decemﬁer 19664

History and time have proven to be the most cfitical reviewers of the
actions of any individual or organilzation, With th_Ls thought in mind, the
revised unit histqry of the 151st Transportation Company is submitted so
that fubure decisions may more logically be arrived at based on the sucw
essses and failurds of the past, and that those men who serxved in this unit
during the period covered may take just pride in their contribubion to the

history of the United States Army in time of wars
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NORIFICATLION

The 151lst Transportation Comapny (Light Truck) received its movew

1
ment order for permanent change of station on 29 July 1965 .

| DEPLOYMENT

The unit depafted Pt Campbell, Kentucky by air in three inorements
on the 15th and 16th qf.AugustAl965 and arrived at Travis Air force Base
on the 16th of Augusts At 1730 hours on 17 August 1965 three Officers,
one Warrant Oi‘fiicer and one~hundred and sixty~three Enlisted men sailed
from Qakland Amy Terminal aboard the U.S. Navel Ship Gordone The Gordon
arvived at Qui Nhon, Vietnam on 2 September 1965, and the unit debarked
at 1130 hours on }i September 19654 Upon arrival in Qui Nhon the Company
was attached to the 394th Transportation Command (Twl A) on 5 September

1965,

MISSTONS

The first mission for the 151st in Vietnam was Operations HIGHT.AWD,
the debarkation, receipt, and transporting of the lst Cavalry Division to
their base camp at An Khe., The Company along with other units of the
394th Trans Bn were highly praised by both the Commanding General,
USMEVQ, and the G;ommanding Officer of the lst Logistical Gommand3 for the
outstanding manne;r in which they overcame the adversities of weather and
berrain to move the Diwision to their homes Upon completion of HIGHLAND,
the company cont.:iinued their line haul operations up Route 19 from Qui Nhon
to An Khe and la’oier on, to Plelkus Daily missions varied from line haul
to combat support and the months of October 1965 through February 1966 saw
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the trucks of the 151st in such places as Phu Cat, Bong Son, Konbum,
and Pleime in support of the lst Cavalry Division.

On the 27th of (ctober the 1518t was released from the 394th Trans
Bn and attached tol the 27th Trams Bn (Truck) commanded by Lte Colonel
Henry Ws Goodelle | Although the unil continued line haul operations
from time to time, the basic mission changed to beach clearance at Qui
Nhon in March of 1966 and the company conducted this mission until 26
May 1966 when the unit received change of station ordersho

 The 151st departed Qui Nhon in two elements on the 28th and 3lst of

May by Landing Ship, Tank, and the unit was operational again on 1 June
1966 ab its new home ab Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam where lt was attached to
the 10th Trans Bn {Terminal) under the command of Lte Colonel Robert We
Gentlemens The wnit then assumed the dual mission of line haul operase
tions to Nha Trang and Phan Rang, and port and beach clearance at Cam
Ranh Bay. On the 12th of July 1966, John F. Hall, Captain, T¢ who had
commanded the unit since its deployment relinquished command to John (.
Larkins, Captain, wTGS. On 1 August 1966 the Company was released from
the 10th Trans Bn and assigned to the 36th Trans Ba (Truck) under the
cormmand of Iite Colonel Daniel K, Byrnes

On the 11th of August, a detachment of thirteen men and six tmucks
from the lst Platoon headed by Sergeant Franklin De Cosson were sent to
Phan Thiet, Vietnam to form a Forward Support Area for elements of the
lst Cavalry Division conducting QOperation BYRD., This element remained
in Phaen Thiet in support of the 2nd Battalion of the 7th Cavalry and sup-
porting units until 23 December 1966 when it was released for return to

ita unite
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On 11 S%aptember 1966 the unit marked its three-hundred and seventy-
second day in Vietnam by Hewling its 100,000th short ton of cargo fram
Main Bler tol the Army Depot at Cam Rach Baye The unit continued its port
and beach cfearance operations until OGtober‘l966 when it Wwas released
from commitiment to prepare for another move.

At 0530 hours 2L October 1966, the Company departed Cam Ranh Bay and
moveci by tactical road march notth on Route # 1, to the vicinity of Tuy
Hoa, a distance of 107 milesé, and the completion of the trip without ine
cident was due in large measure to armed helicopter escort, Air Force Forw
ward Air Cox%xtrollers, and a ground security force provided by the 50hth
Milltary Police Company, as this was the lst large convoy over Roube # 1
betiween Ninh Hoa and Tuy Hoa in almost two yearaT. Upon arrival at Tuy
Hoa the unit was assigned to the Tuy Hoa Subarea Command (Provisional)
and given the beach clearance mission from Vung Ro Bay to the Tuy Hos,
area to supiply the lst Brigade of the Fourth Infantry Diwision and the
101st Airborne Division, the 20th Regimental Combat Team, Republlic of
Korea Army, Tuy Hoa Alr Force Base, and other units of the Free World
Military Forces in the Tuy Hoa Areas

On the 17th of November 1965 the 15lat reached its escond milestone
by logging|its one~millionth mile since arriving in Vietname Since it was
Iznpossiblefto determine the exact moment and place for this event, the

nemes of tl:le drivers on the day shift of 17 November were place in a hat
and Jesse e Wiliiamson » SPL, was credited with driving the one-millionth

niles. Qn 18 November, the 564th Transportation Platoon (Light Truck),
commanded by Ernest Me Pratt Jr, 1lst Lt, TC, was attached to the 15lst

for all pyrposes and were thereafter employed in the same role as the 151ste

b..
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On 1 December 1966, the Company was released from the operational
control of the Tuy Hoa Subares Command and assigned to the 39th Trans Bn
(rruck) commanded by Lits Colonel Thomas E. Bensone Ten new M3542, 2%
ton trucks were received by the Company on L December 196, which replaced
the M354L1 models with which the unit deployeds by the end of 1966 the unit
had received a total of 16 M3542 trucks.
On 6 December 1966 the unit received a Levter of Commendation from
USAF Air force Logistics Command for its participabicn in Project Bitterw
wine, in which Major Moon, the Project Qfficer, commended the drivers of
both the 2hth and 151lst Transportation Companies Mwho under the most gew
vere road and weather condltions performed in an 6u’ostanding manner to
insure the prompt delivery of Air Force equipmen‘b"e.

48 of 31 December 1966 the Company was still performing its misslon
of port and beach clearance from Vung Ro Bay to the Tuy Hog Arci.
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FOOTNOTLS

L. FQUG Orders IO 7=-1L0, HQ 101st Airborne Division and Fb
Campbell, dbd 29 July 1965.

2s HQ USARV, Subj:_ Lebter of Appreciation, dtd 5 Oct 6%,

3e HG, 1st Logistical Command, APQ 96307, AVLOG-GO~(, Subjs ILetter
of Commendation, dtd 29 Sep 65 T

4o Movement Qrder # 21, HQ, 1st Logistical Command dtd 30 May 1966.

. Se 15lst Trans Co (Lt ¥rk), APO 96312, Unit Order # L0, dtd 12 July
1966

6s Movement Order } 2, HQ USASG, CRB, dtd 11 Nov 66

7o« 15kst Trans Co (Lt Trk), APO 96312, AVCACRBuP=364151, TO: C. O.,
36th Trans Bn (Trk), APO 96312, Subj: After Action Reporf, dtd L Nov 664

8« Depb of the Alr Porce, HQ, Air Force Logistics Gommand, APO 96316,
RASS Team/lajor Moon, Subjt Letter of Commendation, T®: Commander,

39th Trans Bn (Trk), APO 96318, atd O Decenber L3066,



