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FORF»ALL
The year 1966 was the most productive, profitable, and event filled year
for the 2nd Transportation Company since the closing days of w.,W, II, It
was a year of major accomplishment, a year of endless, back-breaking work,
a year of joy, and a year of sorrow.

It was a year which saw the com . . -: =7 "Le first twelve month period
gpent by the wit in participation in /izenes Gonllict.

It was a year in which the Second Trens. "Dragons" drove millions of
miles and hauled millions of tons of cargo in support of the Allied Combatb
Forces in Southeast Asia.

It wes a year in which the company received numerous commendstions -~
ite outstanding contribution to ithe combal coperations of the Free World
Troops.

It was a year in which the officers and men of the 2nd Trasportatic
grieved the loss of one of its finest men - « O¥Neal Addison, the first
"Dragon” to be slain by the enemy.

It was & year in which the unit toux complete responsibility for the
more than 200 trailers of the 27th Transportation Battalion, which were
the major support media for all the umita in Centwal Vietnam.

It was a year in which the 2nd Transportation Company proved its mottos

"SECOND TO NONE!



FARY L
WARRA'LyE. SUMMARY

By the end of the year 1965, the 2ni iwansportation Company had shown
iteelf to be a unit more than capable of combat operations, Arriving in
Qui Nhon, Vietnam in August 1965, it had assimilated itself quickly into
a supply system plagued by a lack of foszil end efficient trensportation.

By the end of that year it had parti: .- ' ¢ * i merour najor operations,
among thems "Ramrod", with the let Cevelsy N6 oiong "Highland', with tre
ROK Miger Division; "Bluebeard", with il ©5th fantry Divisiong and
"Dan-Thong", "Plei Me", "Long Remoh", and "Silver Bayonet" = termed by
Lieutenant General Nguyen Ven Thiew, Chairman of the National Leadership
Committoe, as one of the most successful aumpaigns of the war,

The arrival of 1966 saw ccmmend emphasis being placed on the expanci
and continuation of the same type of migsions. Throughout this year the
lowlands surrownding Qui Whon through linehaul and local shuttle operatic
The "Dragons' began to haul more and more POL, Ammunition, and Goneral Co
to the Highland cities of Pleiku, An Kho and Xontum - supporting the 2%+
Division, 4th Division, lat Cavalry Division, Air Force Installations sno
the various Sub Area Commands.

The majority of commitments in line haul operations were still centercd
around the exacting Highland Convoys. Sterting at 0300 hours everyday the
‘Wragens" would begin the tiring and dangerous 18 hour rownd trip to the
ocentral logistieal support city of Pleiku. 4s the months passed by and
the trucks continued to rell up the 101 miles of Highway 19, the roads be

came rougher, duatier, and more dangerous. Traveling in convoys of as many



as 60 tractors andktrailers, the "Dragni1s” would traverse the relatively ecasy
3G miles from Company Headouarters to <5 .. of the An Khe pass ~ 5 miles
of narrow twisting dirt road up the firu« ranzy: of central mountaing.,
Crawling at 10 miles an hour, with the heat in the cab of the roaring
tractor virtually unbearable at 120° to 130" and vieibility almost nil due

to the dry choking dust rieing from the aamdeds of wheels, the drivers of

the Second were called on day after «-. vy Yhe 8lddll which they were
renownad,
From the top of the pas it was a sl vough, snd dusty run into the

mountein town of 4n Khe - home of the "First Team". Here the convoy would
stop for a short time while seourity was increased, radios checked, and
coordination completed hefore starting into the Viet Cong viddled wilder s
betweenh An Khe and the Mang Gaicn Pagy. 'Mho drivers know that the voad v '«
be better but that the danger of enemy contact would be greatly increased
along this infamous stretch of Highway 19 ~ scens »f numerrus ambushes ar
almost constant sniper fire. As the tractors and trailers pulled out, es.
"Dragon'" would check his steel pot and flsk lacket, and insure that his
weapon was loaded and close at hand,

At the end of this 20 mile stretch -~ uninhebited except for the small
security forces at the Baily Bridges - the convey would begin the second
long pull ~ up the Mang Glang Pass frought the same dust and heat of the
longer An Khe Pass, but with danger greatly increesed by the schere cliffs
on either side.

From the top of the pass the beautiful Central Plateau, home of the
eboriginal Montgnard opened up before the convoy as it built up speed for

the last 90 minute pull into Pleiku, Arriving at this city, home of the



"Famous Fourth", and the 25th Mechaniwel ilnlantry Division, at arowmd

1200 hours the Dragons would have a for .ot to unload their trailers, eat
chow, and grab e fow minutes sleep before starting out again on the long
road home = a road which would put them back at the company sometime after
9 M = over 18 houra after the trip begon.

Day after day, week after weck, th= "lezgrua' would pull the same work-
load ~ 18 hours on the road = 5 hours <i~ey - Lbhen 18 more long hot howre.
And it continved for months ~ everylay of Iéﬁb saw the men and trucks of e
2nd Trans. on the road. The trips of ¥leiku would often be interspersed

with the shorter but more dangercus hauls to Fhm Cat and Bong Son - the

-]

towns in the Bastern Lowlamds just north of Qui Nhon where the lst (av =uno
the 10lst "Soreaming Baglee" wece couvrsgeously trying to crush the Vied ¢ .
threat to the Vietnamese people. During the months of April snd May 19¢e

the "Second" had been rumning oonvoys in this ares in support of the let
Cavalry Division's Operation "White Wing". On May 4, as the convoy slowl .
round ite way along the nerrow single lsne cof Highway 1, north of Phu Ca.
sniper fire rang out from the waist high clephant grase along hoth gides

of the rced., The deadly bullets tore up and down the convey, finally cor.
centragbing on the commander's gun jeep. A8 the jeep driver accelerated, ., -
ing desperately to olear the kill zone, three bullets tore open his chest,
killing him instantly. O"Weal asddison, Specialist 5th Class from West
Ensley, Alabama, slumped over the wheel, the first Dragon to fall in Vietlnam.
Camp Addison, Headquarters of the 54th Trensportation Babttslion, is now

named after this gallemt soldier.



4g the year progressed, and mos: Loxicportation companies came to
Vietnam and were added to the 27th W....-ii-lion Battalion, it becams clear
thet more control would be needed over ub: ivallers being hauled to An Khe
and Pleiku. The Second Trans., which hal assumed operational responsibility

for the Trailer Transefer Point in Qi Wbou wus now called upon to organize

and operate similar stations in the TWix'i..7 F lsi‘es. Throughout moat of
the remaining year the 2nd Transpo:b. ' Toosuy retained complete opera-
tional control of the trailers of the <0 v+ vion, ineluding all main.
tenance, spotting, and local shuttle. .. itriigh this put a great strain oo

the Compeny's ability to perform line hsul missions, the "Dragons" were siill
able to maintain a recoxd of line haul miles driven and tons pulled compsrabls
to the other companies.

In Avgust, 1966 the "Second was sseigued the responsibility of con .
gtructing of an eutomotive service station outside of Gui Nhon on Highws
T™e project, commenced early in the month, wags sufficiently completed by
August, to permit the boeginning of savvice opacations. Onee again, thou-
engaged in several other major tasks, %/.¢ trucks of the 2nd Trau. coniis
to move the vital maberials of war to deployed combat units.

This then was the year 1966 for the 2nd PTremsportation Company. I
wes a year of excitement end toil. The "Dragons" performed in a manner
unsurpsssed by any other unit in the United States army. To say that they
were the best would be bosgtfuls to say that they were the most vital would
be untrus; for the 2nd Trans., "Dragons" served the beat and the most vaital
military unite in the world - the combat troops of the United States drmy -

and they served them proudly.
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a. Operation "Masher" and "While . .s « January,~ Marchs support of
let Cav.; Bong Son.

b. Operatien "Mouler®; Pebrurrys w~rpos. of lagt Cave Bong Son,

ds Operation "Mooeby™s appdil - M. s:spo-i of 25 & Sub Div.y
Konvum,

da Oﬁe‘fafﬁon "ongPellows dorrl Ao o pet of 25th Divey Pleds

o, Opexabioft “Grasy Hovee!s May ~ 1 on Fupport of Lot Cavy Happy
Valley.

£y Operatzin VDavy benblistt™ Mays wunpost of I51ek G, Div S oo,

Y Opbatdln OHBeRE T Ty My - e RLOMu,

Ty Opetetbidh BEINegorae™ Faiv o Sovy Bltka,

K Ope¥RticH WHavthoties Sure « Julys Bledlt ~

e ‘Ofsration Yy UaMy Julyy ‘supiport oF uh Cavis Bong Son.

k. Operdtion “MHayer - dviving .y Sap”, wupport of Lt O, Bong ..

X, ‘Ofevation "Paul Hévers TV & V7. ... . Doeg “suppopt of leu Cav. -
2%%% Sub Divy Revitum,

me Opérabion "Plekett"s Novs suppowrt of 10let alrboine Division
Konbume '

n.  Operation "Thoyer~drving YI"; Dacy support of lst Qavi Bong Sn.

oe Opevation "Sam Hovuston; Dec¢s suppord of 4th Divisiony Konta.
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8. Letter of Conmendation from Brigs: ¢:o General C. W. Eifler, Commanding
General, let Logistical Command, Vietnam, daied 9 February 1966, for partw
lcipation in the movement of two brigad.. ..I the 25th Infantry Division

into Vietnam.

Y. Letter of Commendation frow . .. v vopneral G.W, Bifler, dated
27 Fobruary 1966 for "the part in csiwh . ivit.. .. outstanding record for ihe
discharge snd movement of wital suppliszs v. vy ctawbat elements" during
January 1966,

o, Letter of Commendstion from Bilguller General C.W, Eifler, fox

participation in operations "Maszhew!" 243 iidte Wirg" from Januery to Me

1966.



PART IV
COMMANDING OFFICERS

a. lst Lioutenant Roger X.T.B, I+ .. -, commissioned upon
gredvation in 1963 et the University o” I Francisco; July 65 ~ April 66,

b, lst Licutenant adolph G, Hejoww ; [ comisioned upon
gradustion in 1964 at the Univewsits © . u: May 66,

¢, Captain Patrick H, Gormen, _ riidgsioned upon graduation in
1959 ut Rutgers University; May 66 « 1.

d. Captain James W, Bedker, -; commissioned upon gradustion in

1963 at Creighton University, Omahs, Nebs Dec 66 to Present.
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PART V

1. MONTH Miles Driven Short Tone Hauled
Jan 125,449 19,703
Feb 106,312 23,192
Max 96,551 25,451
Apr 148,098 31,742
May 128,859 29,532
Jun 185, 307 21,6%%
Jul 166,894 29,761
hug 143,552 30,516
Sep 107,291 44,731
Oct 115,603 30,7217
Nov 106, 40% 18,154
Deo 106,071 14,588

TOP_DRIVERS OF 1966

8P4 Robert Lawrie 25,000 Miles
SP4 Gery D. Trumbo 24,000 Miles
SP4 Carl P. licbig 24,000 Miles
8P4 Ricardo Rodriguesz 21,000 Miles
8p4 Jack B. McElroy 20,000 Miles
3P4 Dewid D, Snyder 19,000 Miles
3P4 Douglas R. Brown 17,000 Miles
8P4 Gary L. VWoodruff 15,000 Mileg
8P4 Rohert Snyder 15,000 Miles
874 Dayid S. Clay 15,000 Miles
<ﬁ52/rﬂﬁkﬂ5Q/ ngl&czg;”b)
/4 JAMES W. BECKER
Captain, TC
Commanding



