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Introduction

The 359th Transportation Comparny (Medium Truck retroleus) was assigned to
the 240th (narteraaster Battalion (Potroleum) and stationed at Gamp Radeliff
in 4n the, kepublic of Vietnam, The 359th lraisportation Cowpany was

further attached to HHC, 34th Sup & Sve Bn (DS) for rations and quarters,

In July the unit moved to Fleiku and was further attached to the 45th General
Support Group for rations and security. The 359th Transportution Company
had billets and company area at Caup Schmldt aud operstions, motor pool, and
malntenance on the 1lst Logistical Compound,
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Migsion and Hesources

The 359th Lrans;ortation Company {Medium Truck Fetroleum) had the mission of
line hauling petroleum products to support combat a:d logistical operations
throughout tie Central llgnlands, ‘hen the unit was moved to Pleiku, the
mission was altered to inelude local hauling and the wit re,laced the other
extant companies with petroleum hauling capr bilitles. The Medium Truck
Petroleua Compauy is rated by TO&L to haul 900,000 gallons local haul daily
of 450,000 gallons line haul daily, This capability is modified in vietnam
to either 450,000 gallons local or 225,000 gallons line haul duily. Convoy
oroceedures, loading and unloading facilities, enemy activity, distance for
line hauling, and the amount of fuel in the diff'erent tank farms account

for this decrease in capability,

The unit was orga.ized under TO0&L 55F and later modified in June 1968 to
T0&E 55G, The orpanization consists of a compauy heuadquarters with one
officer znd 19 enligted men, three truck platoon headquarters with three
of .cers and nine enlisted men, six truck sguads of 126 enlisted men a.d a
maintensnce sectlon with oune warra. .t officer and 25 enlisted men., HRach
truck squad is equiped witia ten truck, tractor 5 ton 6xb6 M52AL =nd ten
5000 gallon semi-trallers,

Personnel and equipment ficures have varied greatly duving 1965, In Jan-

qary the unit operated with TO&E equipment and 145 assigned personnel. The
Tet Offensive caused both {igures Lo increasge as the demand for petroleum pr-
oducts rose considerably, February and March found over 185 persons asglgned
and over 80-5 ton tractors und 70-5.00 gallon trailers in operation. April
strength was 165 and the uumber gslowly tapered down to 145 in ray aad remained
falrly constant ioxr the rest ol the year,

Key personnel in 1968 were Kennetn i Joodbury, CrT, TC, Commanding Officer
frow January until July; Lonnle L Holmes, first sergeant from January untll
March; William I Sanders {irst sergesnt, March until December; Lee D
teadows, 1LT, TC, Commanding Officer from July until September; and iobert
J Yankow, 1LT, TC, Cowmending Ofiicer from september until Deceuber.

In 4n Khe, the unit hsd a motor pool maintenance area a.d trailer park within
easy walking distance of the company area, The company area conslsted of an
orderly room, ten troo. billets, & mess hall, = c¢lub aad an indoor movie
theater, hen the unit moved to Pleiku, the facilities were somewhat less,
The motor pool, operations, trailer park, and maintenance area were located
two miles away from the company area, sn unused roud was supplimented with
PSP and made into a motor pool and maintenance area. Trallers were rorced to
be paked on tuo adjacent roads thus causing major traffic problems as both
roads were well traveled snd comnected with the ammnition Supply Foint and
Trailer Transfer loint. The compaay area, o miles away, was composed of an
orderly room ia.d three troop billets, bveparate mess facilities wire not
available and the unit was Forced to mess with the 188th Urdance Company.
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Operations

Several weeks prior to the Tet Uffensive in January the "hardened" veiicle
concept had been revised due to the immineat possibility of enemy countact.
The armored 2% and 3/4 ton vehicles were refurbished and rearmed with 50

and 7.62 caliber machine guns, These "gun" trucks were utilized to , rovide
maximum return fire during initial enemy coatuct aud to protect tae convoy
until road security elements could maneuver armor &nd air support to atitack
the ambush. The long hours of hard work paid dividends on 15 Jamary, an
armored gun truck, leading a lagre convoy of 5 ton tractors/5000 gallon
tra.lers from An ahe to Pleiku caugnt three «VA Regulars in the open, killed
all three & 4 premsturely set off an ambush involving 150 &VA Regulsrs. 'lhe
quick reaction and heavy volume of fire placed on the eneuwy rositions by the
oun trucks was credited with keeping the co.voy from belng overrun and cCol-
pletely annihilated,

The Tet Offensive increased the demsnd for petroleum iroducts end the mission
was modif- ed slightly by the addltion of line haul respocsibility to Kon Tuin
and Dak To, two towns in the Centr 1 Highlands that were receiving constant
enemy action, dhew the road to Dik To was closed, the 5000 gallon tankers
stranded there were utilized Lo unload fuel bags brought in by C-130 ailrcraft
and to distribute the fuel to the differeit storage areus, Uetachuents were
sent frow 4o Lhe to Fleiku 2nd bak To to coutrol the movement of the tankers
and the distribution of the product.

Enemy action continued throughout sarch with numerous smell ambushes and
snipi g iuecidents. On 15 larch the tanker coavoy came under easemy fire from
plaaced umbushes no less thau four times duriug a 55 mile trip from wn the
to Pleiku,

Uperotional reqirements warranted a move in early July. The plpeline from
An khe to rleiku had beeu finished o .d was being water tested. OUne platoon
was left in An Khe until the end of sugust to continue the line haul on that
end. In two days the unit moved, setlled in its new location, and again
runsing convoys and agsucing responsicility for a portion of the locsl haul
commitments in the ilelku area.

After co tinmued wesks of virtually no enemy activity, the t.nker convoy re-
turnieg from An khe was anbushed in a coordincted attack on ~he convoy, LZ
Action, and rump Statio. sight. Agai armored vehicles reacted imwedivtely
and no personnel were injured although several vehieles were damaged.

September marked the openlng ol the pipelice fro. dn she to rleiku and pet-
roleum products were pumped over 100 miles from ui whon to the storage
tanks in the Fleiku Tack larm, lhe success of the pipeline lessened the
necessity to line haul to An Khe, and as a result of this, ihe unit sent
special convoys to San Me Thout in support ol the 4th Infantry Division.
Tine aad Llocal haul were additionally increased with comritments to resupily
buc Co, Oagis and llel Djureng.
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from October watil vecemoer the worklosd ol the unit was depeundent upon the
amount of fuel stored in fleiku snd the condition of the pipeline. wsnemy
harasment and sabatoge on the vulnerable pipeline would cease pumplng oper-
stions wnd once again the uentral Highlands would depend on the tanker
convoys Lo haul the ceeded fuel,



Agcomplishments

The 359th Transportation Company set a new Qui Nhon Support Command mileage
record between 9 January and 12 February when the drivers amassed 1,271
accident free miles over QL 14 and (L 19, This is a particularly significant
accomplishment considering the enemy activity during the period, In addition
all drivers were required to pull guard duty and sleep in bunkers on the
pevimeter at night.

In March another record was established, In the 15 months prior to March
the company had moved over 58 million gallons of petroleum products over
two million miles,

In September the unit was again recognized by Qui iNhon Support Commend. In
ceremonies at Qui fihon the unit was awarded a certificate and a trophy for
aceumulating over 500,000 accident free miles from 18 May until 2 Septembers
Making the presentation to 1LT Lee D MMeadows was BG Richards, GG, US Army
Support Command, Gui ihon,

As 1968 drew to a close the "Professionals! of the 359th Transportaton
Companty had run over 1000 convoys, logged over 1,450,000 miles and hauled
over 70,000,000 gallons of petroleum products in support of other lst
Logistical units, lst Cavalry Division (4irmoble), 4th Infantry Division,
1st lield Forces Vietnam, and 173rd Airborn Brigade,
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Special #vents

e 3594h Transportation Coupany (medium rruck Petrolewn) was inspected by
the 4n.ual Inspector General Lnspection teum in rebruary. 4As a result of
neglect in the areas of supply and adwinistration, the uuit falled to recelve
a gatisfactory rating, & relunspectlon in May by the same team resulted in a
satisfactory rating,

The Command Manacement Maintenance Inspection in Juie also resulted in an un-
satisfactory score, The reinspection in supust resulted in one of the highest
b : Sp sug e
scores ever given by the lst Loglstical Command CHid Tean,
g 4 g



