VARRATTVE WYSTORY OF TR 426TH SOUPPLY AND STRVICE B2

1069 X

. i

™e 426th Suvply and Transwort Battalion (Provisional) was-organized
on 24 Dacember 1967 from existing 101st Airborne Division assets at Bienm
Hoa, Remublic of Vietnam. The Battalion Colors were presented to LIC Dewitt
T. Prvant, the first Commanding Officer, by Colonel Robert Allen, Commander
of the 1Met Airborme Division Support Command. The Colors were presented -
and the Rattalion activated at coordinates 005147 reforence Map Sheet
633177 saries 17014 (Fien Hoa). _

The vnits of the newly activated nrovisional battalion were formed from
Division agsats as follows: The Division Supply 0ffice from Headquarters,
Headaquarters Company and Band, Sunport Commands the Division Transportation
Offics from Headquarters, Headguarters Compeny and Band, Support Command;
the 101st Martermaster Company (derial Bquipment Supply); and the 501st
srnmﬁ;: Comoanv: The suthorized strength of the elements and units were as
fo sf

1018t "unartsrmaster Comoany (ARS) . 122
50r1st Surply Company 100
Division Supply Office 30

265 parsonnel

From 24 Decamber 1967 wntil 10 Januery 1968, Battalion activity
centored around organizing the supply yards at Bien Hoa, The Battalion
also astablished a Movements Control section and the Arrival Airfield
Control Group. Dvring m'd-January the 101st Quartermaster Company (ARS) :
formed two slingwload assistance teams and dispatched them to the 2nd Brigade
at Cn Chi and the rd Prigade at Phuoc Vinh, The 426th Supply and Tramsport

Battalion slso received the mission to omerate the Ammmitien Supply Point
at Mhvoc Viﬂh-

During the last days of January the 2nd Brigade was alerted for Opera-
tion Oasev, which was designed %o trav the Viet Cong Dong Ni Regiment, To
sunport this operation, the Pirst Forward Supply Support %lement (FSST) was
organized by this Battalion, 0On 2% January 1068 the 2nd Brigade was con-
voyed and airliftsd back to Lei Khe and Cu Ohi Pow gtaging and
orior to movement to. I Corps.’ The advance party of the ‘lng Brigade FSSR,
comnosnd of movements corntrol, surply, and rigger personne OF -&hg 426th,
demarted Ou Chi on 25 January 1968 and arrived at the Hue~lhu Bai 14
at 2100 hours. From that time on, there was always a representative of tha
426th Surply and Transport Battalion at the Hne-Phu Bei airfield. The re=
mainder of the FSST closed in at Phu Bai on 30 January. The FSSE was located
with Tagk Force McDonald, a 1st Logisties Command FSA, at LZ EL Paso (now
Camp Tagle). The NVA/VC TET offensive began on 31 January 1968 and thth the
Fue~Phu Bad airfield and L7 . Paso received intense mortar/rockst fise.

1.7 %1 Paso was closed out on 3 February 1968 and the FSSE moved back th the
Fne-Phu Bad airstrip with the 2nd Brigade Rear.

On 31 January the TRT offonsive in Bien Hoa oremed with an attack an
astimated VC battalion. The A4A26th Supply and Tremsport Battalion (minus)
rrovided Class I, IIT, and V support via sling/hook loads from Long Binh for
the Bian Woa Army and Air Fores nositions. Persommel from the 426th also
marmed fighting positions on the east of the south mmway at the Bien Hoa
airfinld. This is where the main VC effort came, When the 1st end 3rd Bri-
gndes of the 101st Airborne Division were brought in to clear and secure the
Long Firh/Bien Hoa area, all classes of supply were provided by the 426th
Summly and Trengvdrt Battalion diret_:tly tc_: th? i.nfm:.ry and artillery bat-
#olions hvedly from divisrot ¢Hovesi *F. T



The month of March saw ths closewout of Song Be md\*tha movement o
101st Mrborne Divisinn Readquarters to I Corps, Camp %agle was mpnfaﬁ.
in March, A large segment of the Division Supply Office moved to Camp

%agle and another ¥SS% was formed to support Division troops.
the Division Supply Office and the FSS% wereé located with 1st Brigade

elements at Gia Ie. ‘“hen Cemp Wagle ovened, DSO and 426th Battalion troops
moved to the present location of Battalion Headquarters. The supply yards
wers gmall "Bullsts and Beans" omerations.

\lso in March, the 101st Truck Company (Provisional) was formed under
the 426th to provide transvortation support for the Division that could not
bs handlad by 1et loglstics Command. During the months of April, May, and
Jma, the 101st Truck Comnany (Provisional) ran round-the-clock convoys to
haul sunrpliss from the denots in Da Nang and the ramps at Hue and Tan My to
the Division base at Camp Bagle. The comvany reached a peek vehicls s

of fifty 2 * ton trucks, five 5 ton cargo trucks, and three 5 ton stake and
vlatforms,

Three convoys were ambushed., In the first ambush which occurred on 20
Anril 1968 on Highway 546 just 500-700 meters from the MP gate, PFC Numo
wad ayarded the 8ilver Star for his actlons. He dismounted from his truck
which“had baen dostroyved by an RPG round and mcved offensively toward the
anemy, causing the enemy to flse.

The sscond ambush occurred in the Hi Van Pass, north of Da Nang, on 5

May. Wo injuries or serious demages were sustainod. The third ambusi.h
occurred on 10 Jume. The VG vpoured 5 minutes of well fire into a 426th

onvov on Highway 7L 1 at coordinates 852002, 2 kilometers east of Fire
Rase Las Banos. Five versommel were wounded, one seriously. FPFC Funo was
medisvac'd through Da Nang to CONTUS, Ono 4 ton truck and two 2 % ton

trucks were damaged. LT Tudicone roceived the Bronze Star with "V Dovice
for his action during this ambush, Without regard for his safety, he tended
wormded marsormel and organized the drivers into an effective dofemse

against the ambushers.

During the months of March, April, and May, the Division was engaged in
Operations Carentan I, Carentan IT, and Delaware. The supply plcture was
blerk in I Corps, particularly in the Hue~Quang Tri area, The concept and

the actual facilities for supply vere poles apart. Hue ISU ramp and Tan My
LST ramn were Just being developed. )

Highwar AL1, the main supply route which comnoeted Phu Bai with the
supply depots in Da Nang and the ramps in Hue, was a narrow, improved, dirt =
mad, Highway 0L 551 between Hue and Tan wag dirt and in some locations

was simnly two feet of soft mand. Only 2 4 ton cargo, trucks could navigake
1t, end then with difficulty, :

The Division began Operation Nevada Bagle in May. The month of May was
highlighted on the night of the 21st. An estimated VC battalion reinforeed
by savpers attacked the Camp %agle perimeter in the 18t Brigade area (Gia La).
They were driven off, with 7, VC and 16 paratroopers being killed in the
hostitle ection. While the groumd attack was in process, Camp Bagle received’
250-300 mortar rounds, mainly in the 1st Brigade area and 30-40 122mm rockets,
mainly in the Division Headquarters area. One rocket landed in the 426th
area inh the location of the nregent 8-3 offico. No casualtios were suffered
tut a1l besame "bellovers'" in the construction of bunkers.

The month of June saw the gradual improvement of facilities and supply
sunport for the 101st Airborne Division in I Corps. Slowly, the Division
bopan receiving surpliés other than Beans, Bullots, and Gas, The first ply-
wood started coming in, but attempte to begin smi-pormanent fasilities were
haltad bananaa of n olapred wee bote 1, B Py




