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The 545th Transportation Company (Lt Trk) (S-Ten) was activated on 18
Héy 1966, at Fort Bampbell, Kentueky. 1)

The unit was further attached to the 500th Transportation Group (ur).('«s".)
An intensive basic unit and advenced unit training phase commenced on EOV o
June 1966, based on a master training schedule published by the 500th Transe
‘portation Oroup, This master schedule also included all the required POM/POR
 subjects required by CONARG and TUSA, To sccomplish all the traiming requires
mntps' this unita trained eight (8) hours daily and four (L) hours on Saturdays'.’ 3

Ianu@id in this training was e special orientation claés, of twenty
(20) hours duration, on military requirements in Southeast Asia., This pericd
"~ of instruction covered, among other things, an excellent indoctrination on

escape and evasion,
During the training cycle all personnsl were qualified with their basio
‘weapon plus famiiiariaedeith all crew serve weapons, '

In nonjunet.ion with amor training, an Intensive driver training program
wis conducted, Classes were scheduled in the field, and maximum utilization of

" motor marches %o ‘and from the clasaroon site proved bene‘fieial‘.

Tha'unifo, while undergoing training, continued wlth the normal proaadufw» .
; a‘f" orgaulzation. During the last week in June of 1966 the unit racqﬁed a wam«;

 ing urder to be prc;paréd for oversess mevmnt to USARPAC, The squipment



B rumn date was 1 September 1966 and ﬁh&]pursbml madimaa dau‘,wga' )
16 Septamber 1966, ’ |

The has:\.e unit and admecd wit training oycle ended on s Augan 1966, R

| To test the validity of the training phase the saom Transportation Group
,con&m%oé an ﬁrgmiu’emml Readiness Test for the Shbth mgomtioa Come
pw and its sister. units during the peried 8-3.2 Aaguot. 1966, This test enw
ewuaed all the roqniromnta of &TT SS-:&I. w:!.th aapm:z.o on aonvoy upnmtiom, .
»vbn;l.o intmtry tactioe and GBB. ’!hiﬂ uni-b was awardad a rating of aombat
rn@ at the eanalunim of the test, ' |

- On the asra &#rof Avgust, two (2) officers mﬁ fifvy (56)' drivcrs éf'
this wnlt departed m-a Campbell, Kentueky, destined for South m, Iadi.am .
and the Kaiur Manufauwring carpombion.@*) ﬂwﬂ nrrivﬂ. at. ﬁn&th Emd *bht
unit amm talking m.:mw of t‘erty (Lo), usm §-Ton Cargo Truoks. ﬁm o
unit recieved its vehicles and departed for Fort Campbell on as August 1966
. The sonvey closed at Fort Gampbell on 26 Angust 1966 with ferty (h@) wh:i.alas, .'
 giving the unit 'nmw (90%) pevesnt of authorised TOE $ask vehicles,

| Tho Mth ?rmpamtian &W then wm-d to the taslk. of puparing .
all it eqaﬂ.pma.t fer overseas zhipmn’h. ~ Upon amyhhion of packing md railv
' ‘1ead.mg, all eqaiwm mavad from Port Gmﬁbtll on 8 3&9@«19&:' 1966. 1o ant-

B : w% were ﬂud foyr trmshipp&ag thia aquipmn’a, Meobile @n%pm't .‘m Llnbm, ‘

" and Long Beach Boeka in Californis, 1 Tha mm-, wag iaf@ma htur that m aquﬁ.pb
. ment hed bsm tmlhippad sboard three ) vaaaala, the m%un Victaz-y, the
"I’resiéont ‘raylar and the Thnndarhead. '



POM leaves ended on 1h September 1966 and tho \mit wag ready for dn-
parture by the porsonnel read:maae date of 16 Soptombcr 1966

‘ | In accordance with a movement dirac'diw issued by Headquarters, Fort
Gampbell on the 23rd June 1966 and a port oall from CINSTRIKE for the 28th
- of September :1966, the unit prcpérad for departure overseas,

© (n the 27th of September 1966, the main body departed Fort Campbell Ken-
tmlv by aamereial alr, Tha unit - m&wd at Oakland, California on w am
: day and boarded the USNS General William Weigel for the veyage to usmm.

, ‘fho | aﬁvmad party/rear detachment departed Fort Gaxaﬁball on 2 Gebabor

1966 sboard a S Alr Foém C«130 carge airérafﬁ. Thoy urrivdf;fixx Saigon,
South Vietnam on § Octeber 1966, Tt vas at ‘zm.n‘ time that the adm, pww ‘
learned that the ShSth Trmporution Gmpw was to be azaigmd L) Gam Ranh

' V_Bsy, Vietnam. Thn advance party arrived at Cam Ranh Bay on 8 Bntabar 1966., :

. 'fha main bedy arrivad at Cam Ranh Baar on the 1Bth of Cotober 1966 and ime
. . madiataly started construction of ‘the company area. Building materialsvere
fmishcd te the unit and. all personnel nssisted in the ecnstruntiem af.‘ & nan
| ‘ha}l, biliuts, ordwly rccm, ghovers, latrim and all other itm nounnry tar
‘an operation. |

- On ‘hh‘ ihth of Oetebcr 1966, the ShEth i’rampertatiun Gempamr was auigmd
to the lnﬁ Lugiut:.cal Gmmmd(h')and fwthsr assigxmi to Uniteé States Am
o - Suppert Gmm&, Cam Renh Bay. (5.) fThe unit wes then attachsd to the 500th
| L“Trmzaaﬂa%on Graup (M?)Cm& thc 57%11 Tranlportatian Battalion (Trk) ()



While waiting for the equipnent to arrive the unit was engaged in drive
avey Opﬁra'bions to Hha Trang ani Phan Rang, With the arrival ‘of the final
| ahip the wnit . btcame fully ope:atienal and was assigned the responsibility of
veach clearance, local haul tof the beach for outloading of intracoastal vusala,

 aerial port claaramze, local hau:l to the eerial por‘e, and occasional convoy op=

.

arations to 1n~ceunt.xy deat.inati,ans.

’ Tho 5h5th Tmmpartation Bampaxw (Lt Tek) (S-Ton) bot.ween 18 Oeto’ber 1966 ‘
and 31 December 1966 traveled 1!46,559 miles, and havled h2,9ho short tons of all =

types of carge.




. Roomioms

(L) Mimd United States Amy Generel Order 156 dated 29 April 1966

as amended by ’mird United &tatos Arw Genoral Ordsr 195 dated 18 Hay
(2,) 1018t Airvorne Division and Fort Campbell General Order 168 dated
.20 June 1966,

(3‘.) Whm the tm:hﬂng cycle ended it was‘apparent. that bhii' unit and it
sister eempanin tteuld not meet the oqui;maat readineaa date due to the i’aet

~ that each. uni-b had raeaivad only fourteen (1k) of ite task vahielea. Through -
the efforts of th Smt.h ‘rranapartatian Group, arrangemen-hs were mda to res
ceive, directly from the manufecture, the remainder of the task yoh&elan. o
- (h.) UBARY Qeneral Order 6122,
(5.) et Logistical Gexmmﬂ General Order 506,
(6.) United States Amy Support Commind, Cam Rauh Bay General Order L3k,

(7.) 500%h Tremsportation Greup Genersl Order 1. -



