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. - . DEPARTMENT OF- THE ARMY
5i,5TH TRANSPORTATION COMP.ANY (LIGHT TRUGK)
| | ‘~.APOSF96916 | . |
e S .12 Maveh 1969 . -
SUBJEG’I‘. Annu&l Uni’o History Report " e

In accordance with 1st Log Gommand Regulation 870-1 the following annual unit
higtorical report is submitted:-from. the: 545th Transportation. Company. (Light
Truck), U.S. Army for the period of 1 January to 31 December 1968.

I. Mission Accomplishments.

a. The following is a 1ist of mlssions assigned and performed during the
period of 1 January to 18 Mdy 1968.

i. Daily Support -of South Beach oporations in Gam Ranh Bay, RVN.
Cw 24 ‘Supportof 1iné. haul operatiéms when requireds
3. Support of piler operations when required in Gam Ranh Bay, RVN.,“

b. The following is a list of missions assigned and performed dnring
the period 21 May to 31 December 19683 = .- u

1« To daily eupport port and beach clearance operatlone batween thg Ro
Bay and Tuy Hoa.‘ ' - . :

2. To support line haul operations when required.

«1/3,; To daily provide a roving patrol to cover approximately 10 miles
a.l‘ong QL1Q O G A - S . . . : :

4Le To defend the Vung Ro Bay area against hostile fire.'

The 545th Trans Co moved from Cam Ranh Bay to Vung Ro Bay on 20 May 1968.
While in Vung Ro Bay, the company was assigned the mission of port and beach
clearance supplemented by line haul operations. During this time numerous
convoys operated to Nha Trang and Cam Ranh Bay, frequently completing the round
trip in one day.

- The unit also had the responsibility of defending itself, This latter
mission was dramatically demonstrated on both 6 June and 30 November 1968,
On 6 June the company was attacked by a NVA/VC sapper squad. Five men died
from the 545th Trans Co and several were wounded., Those who died were SSG
Albert Ishman Jr,, SP5 Zack Napier, SP4 Dennis Mourgelas, SP4 Angelo Santiago
and PFC Charles Clitty., In addition 18 trucks were destroyed by sachel charges.
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; The company was then faced with the task of constructing and reorganizing
its perimster, In the days that: followed bunkers were constructed, concertina
wire was strung, perimeter lights were installed the perimeter was cleared
of vegatation and a permanent guard force was established. The long hours of

reparation paid off, on 30 November at. approximately 0030 hours, the company
agaln came under attack. Mortars hit the supply building, orderly room, maint-
epance tent and motor pool. Five personnel were wounded. The guards performed
admirably and weras commended by General Heieer the day following the attack.

Ig. Changes in Key Personnel and Organizatlonal Structure
A Changes in Key Personnel.

1e On 16 June 1968 2LT David E. McWhinnle was assigned 0 the unit as
1et Platoon Leader,

2, On 21 August 1968, 1LT Thomas J. Paetech aesumed command, CPT Donald
R Olsen, the retiring CO, had been in' command since 1 December 1967,

3. On 17 October 1968, 1LT William R, Cutler rotated back to the states.

Le On 21 November 1968, 1LT David E, McWhinnie assumed command, 1LT
Thamas J, Pastsch roteted back to the states for his ETS.

5. On 8 December 1968 1SG James H, Thompson was . transferred and 185G
Elwood Johnson took over temporarily.

6. On 19 December 1968, 1LT W1lliam V N. Requa assumed command of the
reorganized 545th Trans Co from 1LT David E. McWh1nn1e in a change of command
oeremony in Tuy Hoa, RVN, ;

7. Effective December 20th 1968 the following personnel wore retained
in the uvnit or transferred from the 529th Trans Co (Lt Trk) to the reorganized 545t
Trans Co (Lt Trk).

1LT William V.N Requa
1LT William D, Donald
1LT Richard J. Kehoe"
W02 Andrew J Leyes
© SFC Wilhelmsen
SFC Funkhouser
SFC Byrd
SFC Pearce .
SSG Barnthouse
556G Mills
SGT Ross
SGT Pelt
SGT Kelly

(2).
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Eiféctiﬁe also on Degerber 20th 1968 the below listed personnel wers reassigned
from the 545th Trans Co' (Lt Trk) to othér units in the 8th Trensportation Group. -

1LT David B, McWhinnie
- 1LT William Hammel

- SFC Williams

- 88G Stroup
SSG Minner

~ 835G 'Southard
S8G Corley
853G Munoz

b. Changes in Organizational Structure:

1. On 27 January 1968, the 545th. Trans Co was released‘from
the 57th Trans Bn, APO 96312,

2. On 27 January 1968 the SASth Trans Go was reassighed”to the
39th Trans Bn, APO 96312, ‘ |

3. On 26 fpril 1968 the 545th Trans Co was reassigned to the
24th Trens Bn (Term), APO 96312, : :

4Ls On 5 May 1968 a platoon froh“the 545th Trans Co was sent TDY for
ten days to Vung Ro Bay Outport Command, .14¢ mission was port and beach
clearance from Vung Ro Bay to Tuy Hoa. :

5, On 20 May 1968 the 545th Trans Co, along with the 24th Trans Bn,
had a PC3 from Cam Ranh Bay to Vung Ro Bay.

: 6., On 1 December 1968, the 545th Trans Co came under the 54th Trens
Bn (Trk), Qui Nhon Support Command,

7. On 19 December 1968 the 529th Transportation Company was inactivated
persuant to General Order # 1001. Personnel and squipment were transferred to
the 545th Trans Co (Lt Trk) which relocated from Vung Ro Bay to the Army install-
gtion at Phu Hiep and reorganized under a modified TO&E. The unit was assisted by
dne platoon of S&P's detached from the 88th Trensportation Company. 1LT William
V.N. Requa, commander of the 529th Trans Co (Lt Trk) assumed commend of the reor-
ganized 545th Trans Co on 20 Decenmber,

III. Probelms Encountersd:
1. The 545th Trans Co motor pool at Vung Ro Bay was inadequate in that

there was not enough working space. Being on a berm made extending ths working
ares that much more difficult.

(3)
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2. The’ mess hall, FX,. EM," and NCO glubs were all located approximately
two miles away. With no mess hwll of its own the company had to transport
personnel over a rough road three times a day. This proved t0 be very time
conuuming.

3. Due to the mass rotation of personnel in September and ﬁctober,the
compeny was left eritically under strengthed, especially in experienced persomnel.

: 4e The roads between Vung Ro Bay, Tuy Hoa, and Cam Ranh Bay were extremexy
rough, continually taxing both trucks and drivers, (

I? Awards

a. The following personnel in the 545th Trans Co received the purple heart for
wounds received in action on & June 1968, - -

Kenneth E, Gaylon SP4 E
Raymond Steverson - 8SG E6
Bobby G. Brown SP5 E5

, Van W, Skeen SPs E5

. Robert D, Hollowack 8P5 E5
William Hall SP/ Ef
Trpoy Trindall SP4 EL
Norman K, Nelden SPL4 E4,
‘Charles G. Clitty PFC E3
Gary M Brien PFC. E3

be The following personnel in the 545th Trans Cé recéived the purplé heart for
wounds recieved 1n action on 30 November 1068:

CWO W2
SP5 E5
SP4 Bl
'SP, B
PFC E3

waLiAM V.. REQUA -
1LT, 0
Oommanding

Andrew J Leyes

... . Hugh E, Woodard

" "Robert A. Ussery
Gragory Owings
Wi*llam Borkenhagen
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