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666TH TRANSFORIATION COMPANY (LIGHT TRUCK)
APO San Fransico 96308
15 April 1971

SUBJECT: Unit Annusl Historical Swmary 1970

T0: Chief of Military History
Departuent of the Army
Washington, D.C, 20315

e Intreduction:

The 666th Transportation Company (Light Truck) was activated at Camp
Rucker, Alabama, On 31 August 1943, dnd was designated 666th Quartermaster
Troop Transport Company., The unit was redesignated several times and
finally on 1 July 1953, the unit rocieved the designation of 666th Trange

portation Company (Light Truck) which is still in effect today. The unit

is presently located at- Gia Le Combat Bave, I Corps, near the city of Hue,

Republic of Vietnam, By Decombor 1970 it had comploted its third full

vear of service in Vietname In I Corps it has houled in cxcess of 150

tons of cargo and travoled 85,000 miles on the average per month in its
predominately local haul miseione

2o Missiog and Rosourcess

a. Mission of the Unit# The mission of the 666th Transportation
Company is to provide transpertation for the movement.of general cargo
and personncl by motor transporte At presont the unit is providing
direct administrative support to the 10lst Airborne Division (Afrmobile)
in northern I Corps: The lst Brigade at Camp Eagke, tho 2nd Brigade at
Phu Bai Combat Basc, and the third Brigade at Camp Evanse

be Assignment: From 1 January 1969 to L June 1969 t ¢ unit was
assigned to the Shth Transportation Battalion (Truck) located in Cha
Rang Valley noar Quin Nhon, Republic of Vi.tnams Fron'5 June 1969 till
the prescnt the wnit has bocn assisned to the 39th Transportation Battalion

(Truck) located at Gia Lo Combat Basé ncar Phu“Bai, Republic of Victnae

ce Capabilitics: Under idoal conditions with 75% of its 60 task
yohicles makeing L round tripd a day in local hails or 2 round trips a
day in lino hauls, a 2% ton truck company can transport the followings

(1) For local hauls: 720 short tons of cargo (L tons por
truck) or 3600 passengers (20 per truck}, daily on or off the highway.

(2) For linc hadlss 360 short tons of cargo (L tons por truck)
or 1440 passongers (16 por truck), daily on or off tho highwaye '
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(3) 113.5 short tons of cargo (2% tons por truck) in one Lift
off the highways

de Organization: The unit was reorganiged undor MTOE 55-17GP22,
effective 25 Junc 1969, The coupany consists of 3 light truck platoons,
1 maintenence scction, and a hoadquarters scetions The parcnt company
is locabcd at Gia Le Combat Base, with one truck platoon staticned ab
Camp Evans, cbout §j0 nilos north on QL #l, where scparate living quarters,
day room/oporations building, and maintenance facilities are maintaincd.

6. Porsonncls The unit is authorized 167 EM, L Officers and 1
Warrant Oificcr.

fo Vehicles and Equipments Under MTOE 55~17GP22, the unitiis
authorized 66, 2% ton cargo trucks, 60 of which are uscd as task vehicles,
and 6 for administrative purposess Tho unit is also authorized 1, §
ton wrecker and 5, % ton truckss Under this MIOE we arc aurborized the
var ious items of cquipment for the standard operatiocns of a truck company
of our typoe.

3o Opcrations and Trainings

ae Trafining Ixcorsiscs: Bocause of its tactical mission the unit
participatad in no trainin: cxcersiscs during 1970,

be Mandaflory Subjedt Training: A1l poersonncl arc piven assistanco
in adjusting knowlodpe gained during their MOS exporionces stateside to
fit our tactical rdissions Cross training programs arc omphasized in all
arcase AS many ren as possible are licensed as drivers. In addition, a
woekly training schedule is maintained, with mandatory participation by
all available E-5's and below. The unit holds daily safety breifings
and cenducts periodic CBR excersises and wenpon firing familiarizationse

Ce Combat Service Support Opepationss The company works 2Ly hours
a day, 7 days a week to mect its pactical mission requirements. The
madntenance and messpersonuel work day and nisht shifts. Prequently
limdting factor is cargo capability being the nwmber of trucks on hand
in the company.

de For the ycar 1970, the unit has operated out of 2 places:
Gia Le Combat Base and Casp Evans, supporbing phe lst, 2nd, and 3rd
Brigades of the 10lst Airborne Division (Airm bile), The company runs
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daily passenger shuttles from Phu Bal Aderial Port to Gia Le Combat Base,
Camp Bagle, Phu Bai, and Camp Hvens. Cargo is transported alongm
highway #1 to FB Roy Phu Bai, LZ Sally, Canp Evans, IZ Nancy and Quang
Tris Additional runs ave made to Tan My Ramp and Beple Beach along
highway #551 and to FB Birmingham and FB Bastogne aloeng highway #5147

From docember 1969 to Do ember 1970, the unit carried asout 55,000
tons of cargo and traveled about 1,202,000 milese Since the mission of the
666th Transportation:Company during this period was administrative suppord
of the 10Lst Airborne Division, little tonnapge was produccds

ee Combat Actions: The 66Gth Transporpation Cumpany has been directe
1y involved in several major ambushes and gniper activities owver the past
year. In one such ambush over the Hai Van Passy during a convoy,
between Da Neang and Fhu Bai, the unit recieved its first combat Jdeath
in Vietnam, The convoy was returning from Ba Nang on 18 December 1970
when it case under intensive small arms, mortary and rocket fire. The
convoy was forcel to stup, ond the passenpers on the 6u0th Shuttle truck
took cover. When the convoy started movin: azain, SFL James Carter
left the safeiy of a ditch to attempt to move the truck out of the kill
zones As he ran towards the truck, an RPG hit directly bebween the
truck and (Ph Cartore He was killel instantlys. Hor his Heroism, he
recieved the Purple Heart and the Bronze Star for Vnlore Of the men on
the convoy several were wounded, but only SPL Carter was killeds

There were threc other Pur;le Hearts awarded to members of the &66th
in 1970. SP4 McColloush was wounded slightly when his truck hit a V¢
land mine. 8Ph4 Dobucki and FFC Miller werc just reburning from Fire
Bag Bastopne, whon the truck thoy were diving was hit by small arme fire
and RFG rounds. SFly Dobucki recieved a wound in his hand, while FFC
Miller was wounded in the arm and the shoulder. They refiised aid
and Jdrove the damaged truck back to the coumpany arcae

Several of t e uhit's trucks have beon comolished by enemy firc,
yet with phenomenal luck, there were only these four casualties, with
three of them being very minor wounds,

fa Weapons Trainings The 666th Transportation Company is equipped
with the M-l The use of the. Battalion of gun jo:ps and sun trucks
has necessitated that many pecsonnel become proficient in the use of the
M=79 grenade launcher and the M=60 machine gun, and the 50 cal. machine
fulle

£ Mission Accomplishmenbss As an alministrative support company for
t e 10lst Airbornec Division, the unit has been foreed to maintain two
separate bases of operations The main company is docated ab Gia Le
Combat Base in Camp-Bagle , whiletthe lst Platoon is situated at Camp
Bvans about 30 miles further north. Twenty of the cumpanyt!s task vehicles
are situated abt Camp Hvanse The lst Flatoon has tobe run like a company
in mineature., Facilities like operations, maintenance, and dayrooms, far
example, had to be set upe The job could not have been dohe without the
excellent leadership capabilities of 1LT Phillip E Davidson, and 1LT
Daniel R Noonan who replaced Lt Davidson during the lattur half of the
year, ani the excellent cooperation of the members of the (obuth Trans-
porbation Companye
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The 60oth Transportation Cor, any has accumlighed its mission
with an excelleht rccond, The unit was cibed apd recieved awards as the
RREST TRANSPORVATION UNIT IN THE DA NANG SUrr RT COMuiNDM for the monfhs
of March, Aprily June, and July 1970,

Yo Personnel and Administrative hctivitiess: MTUE S5~170F22 came into
effect 25 June 1909 authorizing 372 e rsonnely 3 iess than the 175
aubhorized under the superceded TOE 55«17G) in effuét since 31 March
1966e The unit has had minor pers nnel shortages ab times during the
yeary but nothing longs enoush to cause any .tolonged proolemss Thare
have been jroblegs of shortages of persomnel dmong the enlisted men,
NCO!b, and officors. These temporary shortages did not prevent the
666th Transiortation Company f om accomplishing its mission in the best
possible wayo

Se Logisticzl Probloms:

ae Logistical Activities: The unit mission has been hindered
greatly at ti es Ly the shortages of, or non availability of such
m ssions essontial material and parts such as tubes, tires, brgke shoes,
and mirrorss ,

be Suply Activitiost There has beun, and still is a severe
shortage of many essential items in the supyly systems These incliideg
Weapons parts, #2 comaon teol set components, TA=50 clothing, combat
boots, anl rain gear. The upit sup,ly has done a gool job of keepding
up the stock under the given conditions. Requisitions are being followed
up at repular intervalse . '

ce Maintenancc Activitics: Maintenance facilities at both Gia
Le and Camp Bvapgs are well orpanized and ruue The maintenance sections
at both locations were built from Wserateh" when the unit first arrived
in the areas Steady improvements have beun made and added on to the
facilities, The maintenance seetion should be commended for its efforts
to keep the deadline rate down as low as possible, and for its efiorts
to kecp as many trucks as possible out on the roade

de Transportation Activitiess Beeause of its sup; ort role for the
10lst Airborne Division, the unit trucks hove no steady cormitments as
suchs Instead, they are requested as needed by the 10lst movemsnt cone
trale From there they may be sent anywhere that the 10lst has troopse
It is not uncommon to have 65¢th Trucks dispatched to dozens of plagos
at once. Drivers quite often call up the orderly roum from remote
firebasws to let the unit koow that they must "RON® on that particular
firebaseq

ee Food Service Activiticst In Gila Le the unit utilizes a combined
39th Trans ortation Battalion Mewss 6G6th sup,.orts the mess with TOE
equipment, and pcrsonnel, including tae mess Sergeants They helped. to get
the mess hall awarded a plague for the "Best Mosst in 26th Groupy
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6, 8pecial Eventst

1o Anmual General Inspection (AGI)t The compan satisfactorily
passed ibs AGI on 10 August 1970¢ There worc no nigjor deficiencies, in
any areas,

2, Individual Awards and Presentations)
The unit members recievel a total ofy U Purple Hearts
19 Bronze Stars
107 Avmy Commendation Medals,
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